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“Take a  out of a Book” 
A Child-Focused Reading Program 

Sponsored by the Committee for Individualized Reader Development. 

 

 

 

Overview 
Instill a love of reading at a young age, and when the child is grown, she will not depart from it. That is 

difficult to encourage, however, when the child wants nothing to do with fiction. Wants nothing to do 

with stories that are nonsensical and vaguely threatening.  

Wacky Wednesday by Dr. Seuss was specifically targeted and removed from the reading list for the 

anxiety it sparked in the program’s participant. A display of happenings outside of the norm in a manner 

that was unexplained, uncontrolled, and inescapable was deemed too Lovecraftian to be entertainment. 

All popular storybooks for children her age were like that, lying in wait in some uncanny valley. Best to 

stay to the ridges of non-fiction. Best to be content with the occasional gems read to her by the 

teachers. 

With all this apprehension towards fiction and storybooks, a different tactic was needed to engage this 

particular participant. This is why Roland Emmerich’s 1998 Godzilla film was selected as the starting 

point for the program. The participant’s story intake is mostly from movies, and she is fond of reptiles. 

This will be enough to engage her interest while the expanded lore and history of the franchise will 

present opportunities to develop a reading habit.  
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Events 
 

 
 

Movie: Godzilla (1998) 
 
Though inaccurate to the Toho lore of Godzilla, catching a glimpse of the 
movie’s monster will capture the participant’s attention. While creating a 
“cute” kaiju was likely not the intent of the filmmakers, her unwavering 
opinion on this matter will be enough to encourage repeat viewings and 
an exploration of the broader Toho franchise. 
 

 
 

Book, Movie, & Discussion: Godzilla (Monsters Series) by Ian Thorne 
 
As per her current reading habit, the student’s first foray into Godzilla 
books will be a non-fiction item found in one of the third-grade 
classrooms. Her reading of Thorne’s book will develop into discussion 
when Godzilla vs. Hedorah is broadcasted on late-night TV, causing her to 
accurately identify the Smog Monster. This book will also help her give her 
context for other kaiju in future novels. 
 

 
 

Book & Fanfiction: Godzilla Returns by Marc Cerasini 
 
This will mark her first full novel that she selects on her own. Despite some 
of the science-jargon going over her head, it will be enough to open the 
doors to a larger reading habit. A fourth-grade writing assignment will 
become a fanfiction project in order to reinforce her newfound 
appreciation of fiction. 
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Additional Literature 
Other Godzilla novels will be on display during this program to encourage continual reading. Such titles 

will include: 

• Godzilla Invades America by Scott Ciencin, as a shorter, more digestible novel that will introduce 

her to some of the minor Toho kaiju. 

• Godzilla 2000 by Mark Cerasini, as a follow-up to Godzilla Returns that will introduce her to 

major Toho characters such as Mothra and King Ghidorah. 

Godzilla will predispose her to appreciating giant creatures bearing resemblance to lizards, providing the 

perfect foundation to cause excitement about dinosaurs in two years’ time. This will open up an even 

greater range of novels and non-fiction, some of which will also be on display. Such titles will include: 

• Dinotopia novels 

• Dinoverse series 

• Raptors! The Nastiest Dinosaurs 

• Raptor Red 

Michael Crichton’s famous works will not be a part of this reading list, as they are not currently age-

appropriate, but the participant is expected to find them on her own in due time. 

 

 

 

The Committee for Individualized Reader Development is dedicated to creating unique programs for each 

potential Reader’s needs and interests, as well as tracking the progress of each Reader as they grow in 

their consumption of fiction and non-fiction books alike. The Committee does not claim responsibility for 

any poor habits, such as the shirking of homework, brought about by reading. 


